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Future Strategy and mproving the Soctety

The main tople of discussion was a substantial
list of suggestions from Executive Committee
members and a former Chatrman of ways we
might vaise the profile, develop and mprove the
Soclety. We were agreed of the ongoing need to
influence decision makers and developers about
the lmportance of retaining and enhancing the
unigue chavacter of the City. we discussed
vartous ways to raise the profile of the Soclety,
inerease our wmembership and appeal to younger
members of the local community. The need for a
dedicated press officer was responded to by Tony
Crookes the bwmmediate past Chatrman  and
Executive Committee menmber who volunteered to

Local Development Framework

become the Soclety's Press Officer. This is
important and helpful development which will
assist tn increasing awareness of the Soclety’s
role and hopefully attract new members. As part
of lmproving communications at our public
meetings we will velntroduce a short update on
Soclety business, wrgent items of interest and
give oan opportunity for comments from
menmbers before the main speaker’s presentation.
The discussion about future of the Soclety will
contlinue at our wnext Executive meeting on the
1st June and we contlnue to welcome suggestions
or comments from any member of the Soclety on
this toplic.

Lichfield District Cowncil has published two further consultative documents. The first, a 92 page
document, relates to the Core Strategy and (s a further consultation to seelk broad consensus on the
direction of policies to guide development across the District. The second is a background paper to the
Core Stiategy) on Tourlsm. We will be constdering how far the first mentioned document reflects the
comments made by the Soclety on the Preferved Options paper and making further submissions as

appropriate. Comments on these consultations are to be submitted by the 119 June. T
i MAY SPEAKER MEETING
CONSERVING LICHFIELD - THE HOW, WHEN AND WHY
¥ How do you conserve Lichfield? Where has conservation been and where is it

going? Hear it from the professionals. Conservation Officers from Lichfield
District Council will reveal the Authority’s plotting, plans and projects to the
Civic Society on Thursday, 21 May 2009. Will we receive an invitation to be part of the
conservation process? Is the conservation of Lichfield in safe pairs of hands? Find out everything
you ever wanted to know about conserving Lichfield including the Heritage Parks Project.
The meeting will start at 7.45pm at St Mary’s Centre, Market Square, Lichfield. SH




Your NEWSLETTER

Stince tts tnception many years ago the Soclety’'s NEWSLETTER has been produced to
ensure that menmbers, whether they attend meetings or not, are Rept up to-date with the

worke within the Soclety and particularly that of your Committee......... [ hope it is
constoered suceessful bn achleving that primary atm.

[ also believe that it is your NEWSLETTER
n which wembers ave able to aitr there own
views awnd ideas, cawn vaise lssues with or
take Lssue with, if necessary, the Committee
and have thelr owwn Linteresting articles
published.  Amongst our members  there
must be a thousand and one stories of
Lichfield, toles of Lichfieldians,
reviniscences of the Bower, ete., ete., - the
list must be endless. Members on there
travels will have seen some wonderful sights
and visited some exceptional buildings and
not

Next  wonth,  subject  to  Your
participation, | intend to tntroduce nto
Your NEWSLETTER a Mewmbers’
colummn . which your views, your

Ldeas, your storles and experimces con

be pubLLsMed ...................... | hope You
will give the Members” Column your
full SUPPOIE. oo please Llet me

have your contributions by e-mail,
oia\/uddz/cﬁ[g.Wchﬁtec‘c@mtwortd.com or
by post to 15 Oakhurst Uichfleld
WS14 9A). DD

OAVAENS. ... why shave  those
stories and experiences with other members.?

THE LDC INVITES YOU TO...............

Members are invited to attend what is described as “the event of the year” ................ a meeting,
promoted by Lichfield District Council, to review the monies obtained by the LDC from developers under
Section 106 Agreements entitled “SECTION 106s UNCOVERED".

This event will help you to:

e Apply for Section 106 money for local projects.
e Learn about successful local Section 106 funded projects
e See what local people think Section 106 monies should be spent on

The Section 106 team will be on hand to answer your questions and explain more about how Section 106
monies help the local community.

The meeting will be held at Wade St Church Hall on Wednesday the 27th of May From 4pm until 6.30pm.
Further information can be obtained from Kathrani Asmita, Planning Obligations Monitoring and
Implementation Officer, Democratic Development and Legal Services Department] 01543 308149.

PLANNING AND THE GREEN BELT

All members of our Society will hold a view on the question of planning and the Green Belt
particularly within the area of Lichfield and its districts. Under current proposals further
development within those areas will compromise our Green Belt, in the view of most , to an
unacceptable degree.

In response to the concerns of many an open meeting, promoted by residents’ groups of
both Lichfield and Burntwood, is to be held to consider the question "CONCERNED ABOUT
FUTURE PLANNING AND THE GREEN BELT - LICHFIELD AND DISTRICT PROPOSALS FOR
THE FUTURE ?"

The meeting will be held at the Guildhall, Lichfield on Saturday 23 May commencing at
10.00 am and members of our Society are welcome to attend.


mailto:davidduffy.architect@ntlworld.com

A short welcome by the Mayor of Lichfield will
be followed by an opening address from the
Chairman Colin Wood BA Dip TP MRTPI, Senior
Lecturer Birmingham  University covering
Governments’ policy on development and the
Green Belt, Regional Assemblies’ spatial
strategies and Local Development Frameworks
[New planning system].

Following the opening address a member of the
Regional Spatial Strategy Team will outline the
new spatial strategy for the West Midlands
and the role of Lichfield and District Council
within it.

A representative of Lichfield District
Council  will  respond to the
question........... "The Local
Development Framework for Lichfield
District - where is it now at ?”
Concluding there will be a Q and A
session followed by an opportunity to
look at the display presentations and
discuss matters informally with the
visiting  speakers............... the
meeting will close at 12.00 Noon.
Tea and biscuits will be provided

....................... for further details please contact Geoff Crookes 01543 254826

THE CIVIC SOCIETY GARDPENING CLUB!

Our indomitable Programme Secretary
came wup with something  completely
different for the Society’s April wmeeting.
The evening took the form of a visit to The
Plant Plot qarden Centre on the wWestern
BYpass. Our hosts, owners Dlana and David
Mulr, provided wus with a fascinating
insight into the operation of a Garden
Centre.

we starvted with a behind the scenes
tour of the site, wheve there are no less than
400 thousand plants, all to be sold by the
end of June. Although wmany plants are
grown own site, many bedding plants Avrive
as plugs from
Holland... thousands at a time each week.
Thew it'’s dowwn to Dlana and David with thelr
fifteen staff to grown them on to a
marketable  size. That  demands  the
sclentific management of heating, water
supply and the growing medium to ensure
the plants are veady for purchase.

minlscule

Diana and David took over the
site seven years ago. It has now grown
into a wajor operation, with a strong
retail presence, a lavge nursery, a cofe
and a developing allotment site, where
pavid and Dlana plan to provide help
for those persons aspiring to grow their
owwn vegetables.

Afterwards, we woved lnto the
cafe where Dlana provided a running
commentary of hints and tips whilst
creating a hanging basket (owne of the
1000 the centre makes each year) with
25 plants and rounded off by making
a flower pouch.

So  the evenlng  produced
something  for everyone, from the
intricacies of running a garolen centre,
to the subtleties of flower basket
design. And the weather didn't Let us
doww either! RH
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